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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RECEIVED 

APR 2 8 2004 

Technology Center 2100 



Dear Sir: 



This communication is in response to the Office Action mailed March 24. 2004. The 
Examiner has required restriction to one of the following inventions: 

Group I (Claims 1-27), drawn to a description of how parity groups are distributed over a 
plurality of disk drives, classified In class 714, subclass 6. 

Group II (Claims 28-36), drawn to a description of how parity groups are sized and 
determined in response to a write request, classified in class 714, subclass 6. 

Applicant hereby elects without traverse, to prosecute the claims directed to Group I 
(Claims 1-27) in the present application. Please cancel Group II (Claims 28-36) without 
prejudice. 
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Applicant reserves the right to pursue the nonelected claims in one or more continuing 



applications. 



Respectfully submitted. 

KNOBBE. MARTENS. OLSON & BEAR. LLP 



John R. King 
Registration No. 34,362 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(949) 760-0404 
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